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Public Outreach. Outreach and Education representatives from the CoML
projects met in Washington DC on 23 July to discuss activities in each of their
countries and to advise on activities proposed by the University of Rhode Island’s
Office of Marine Programs for the international program as a whole. The
successful meeting led to the formation of an outreach and education task force
that will continue to advise and perform activities to increase the educational
content and visibility the program over the next year. Note that the task force has
been added to the ‘What’s New’ distribution list and that we welcome items to
include in the monthly newsletter.



POST. The POST project has just found resounding success in its first tests using
35 kilometers of its acoustic fish tracking system. Thirty-one of 40 tagged salmon
smolts were detected leaving the Waukwaas River. The fate of all 31 smolts was
then followed by six listening lines deployed in the Quatsino Sound fjord system
on the west coast of Vancouver Island, demonstrating that the majority of the
tagged smolts survived to reach the open ocean. POST will host a symposium at
the 2002 American Fisheries Conference on 20 August in Baltimore, Maryland.



MAR-ECO/Gulf of Maine. On 16 July, Mike Vecchione of the MAR-ECO
project set sail to Bear Seamount to perform biodiversity field work for
preliminary development of methods and comparative material for the MidAtlantic Ridge studies. This work is also relevant to the project in the Gulf of
Maine, as it will chart the border of that system.



TOPP. The TOPP team has recently added blue sharks of California and salmon
sharks off Alaska to the list of top Pacific predators that they are monitoring on a
daily basis.



NaGISA. In July, Yoshihisa Shirayama visited Prof. Shao, Kwang-Tsao of
Academia Sinica in Taiwan and obtained agreement from him to participate in the
NaGISA project. Taiwan’s participation will help ensure the future success of
NaGISA, so this is an important coup for the project. They have already begun
survey site selection. Prof. Shao is Taiwan’s delegate to GBIF, leading the effort
to build a national biodiversity database.



CeDAMar. In July, CoML welcomed its first Affiliated Project. Census of
Diversity of Abyssal Marine Life (CeDAMar) is an existing IBOY project
(DIVA) led by Dr. Wolfgang Waegele of Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany,
surveying the benthos of the Angola Basin. Future surveys will be extended to
other abyssal plains in the southern Atlantic. For more information, see the DIVA
website at http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/spezzoo/diva/diva1.html. Information
about Affiliated Projects and the benefits of that relationship with CoML will
soon be posted on http://www.coml.org/



HMAP. The HMAP workshop will take place 13-15 August, following the
International Summer School.



OBIS. The next OBIS International Committee meeting is scheduled for 5-6
September 2002 in Washington DC.



EU. A preliminary meeting toward the establishment of a European
implementation committee for CoML will be held 20 September 2002 in
Amsterdam. Scientific Steering Committee member Carlo Heip is organizing.



U.S. On 22-23 July, the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy held its ninth meeting
in Boston, Massachusetts. Fred Grassle (SSC Chair) and Evan Richert (Gulf of
Maine Project) both testified before the Commission and spoke at length about
CoML as it relates to important issues such as ocean observations. The full
testimonies will be posted soon at http://www.coml.org/



SSC. The SSC meeting in Qingdao will be held 19-20 October in conjunction
with the GLOBEC and PICES meetings. The three organizations will host a joint
reception on the evening of 19 October. The winter 2003 SSC meeting is
currently scheduled for 24-25 January in Hobart, Tasmania in conjunction with
POGO IV.



As the response to CoML ‘What’s New’ has been positive, we’ve expanded its
distribution. Welcome to those newly receiving this update, and remember that
the archives of previous months (beginning December 2001) can be found at
www.coml.org (click ‘Monthly Program Updates’ on the left sidebar menu).

